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Upcoming Vacancies
Latest Notification

Notification Released
RBI Assistant 2022
17/02/2022
Combined Higher Secondary Level CHSL 10+2 Exam 2021
01/02/2022
Combined Graduate Level CGL Exam 2021
23/12/2021
Institute of Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS) Calender 2022
2022 & 2023
Staff Selection Commission (SSC) Calender 2022
23/10/2021

Last Date

08/03/2022
07/03/2022
23/01/2022
-

Exam Date
Pre – March 2022
24 May - 10 June 2022
11 April - 21 April 2022
-

Indian Federalism : An analysis regarding
its future
Context : India consciously adopted a version of federalism that
made the Union government and State governments interdependent
on each other (with latter more vis-a-vis the former) thereby violating the primal characteristic of a federal constitution i.e., autonomous spheres of authority for Union and State governments.
Introduction
India adopted federalism
of a specific nature .After
independence federalism
is continuously strengthening . In fact, the objective of a welfare state can
be achieved only through
federalism . The structure
of the Indian constitution
seems sometimes quasi
federalism , sometimes
cooperative federalism
and sometimes hybrid
federalism where some
features of federalism
and some features of
unitary can be seen .

India . The HRA (Hindustan
republican Association /Army)
and HSRA (Hindustan socialist
republican Association /Army)
wanted to establish a federal
Republic of the United States
of India whose basic principle
would be adult Franchise .
However , J.L, Nehru was
initially in the fever of extreme
federalism before the partition.
But as the partition was executed he supported unitary and
gradually tending towards
federalism . The contemporary
discourse on federalism in
India is moving on a discursive
note across multiple dimensions, be it economic, political
In fact our freedom fight- and cultural, to the extent that
ers, mainly revolution- one is compelled to regard
aries, wanted to establish India to be at an inflection point
federal governance in
vis-a-vis Center-State relations

owing to increasing
asymmetry. Without an
active and committed
citizenry a democracy
can devour itself and, in
this context, it is worth
engaging with India’s
federal ethos and the
associated asymmetries.
Why India adopted
centralized
federal
structure
In fact, In the Indian
constitution, our constitution makers did not use
the term federalism.
Instead of it, they used
the term Union which is
indestructible . There are
two types of government
in India, the Union
government and the state
government .

Read More

Dr. Anshul Bajpai
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INDIA’S POWER CRISIS
Despite
high
coal
production,
thermal
power plants in India
are suffering from
shortages.
Is
India
heading
towards a power
crisis?
Coal-based
power
generation accounts for
about 53% of India’s
total power capacity as
on March 2022.
Several States across
the country are expected to face coal shortages that might lead to
power shortages in the
coming weeks.

India had faced a
similar energy crisis
in October 2021, but
the crisis this time
around may be worse
with peak power
demand expected to
rise higher due to
increasing temperatures.
Reasons for this
crisis
Depleting
coal
supplies at thermal
power plants
High global thermal
coal prices ( the
prices of coal are
over 350% higher
year on year)

Below
normal
imports
Interruption in coal
supply mainly due to
heavy rains
High demand for coal
(Demand for coal has
increased by 9% over
the previous year)
Temperature rise
How critical is the
coal shortage?
The situation at thermal power plants is
deteriorating consistently
and
has
reached
critical
levels.
As per the National

Power Portal, both
imported coal-based
(ICB) power plants
and
domestic
coal-based
power
plants were facing
critical stocks.
As per the Central
Electricity Authority
report, of the total
173 thermal power
plants in the country,
100 thermal power
plants’ coal stock
situations are critical.
The total stocks available were 23.17
million tonnes (MT)

Read More
Anshum Verma

BrahMos: Anti-Ship Version
Recently, an anti-ship version of the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile has
been successfully test-fired jointly by the Indian Navy and the Andaman and
Nicobar Command.
Andaman and Nicobar Command is the only tri-service command of the
Indian Armed Forces.
It works on the principle of
lant engine in the first stage and
About BrahMos:
“fire and forget”, that is, it
liquid ramjet in the second)
BrahMos is a joint venture
does not require guidance after
missile.
between the Defense Research
launch.
It is a multiplatform missile
and Development Organization
BrahMos is one of the fastest
which can be launched with
and NPOM of Russia.
cruise
missiles
currently
precision from land, air and sea
It is named after the Brahmapudeployed
actively
with
a speed
missile capability which can
tra river of India and the
of Mach 2.8 (about 3 times the
operate both day and night in
Moskva river of Russia.
speed of sound).
spite of bad weather.
It is a two-stage (solid propel-

Earlier, the Indian Air Force
successfully test-fired the BrahMos missile from a Sukhoi fighter
jet.
Recently the Indian Navy also
successfully
test-fired
an
improved version of the BrahMos
missile from a stealth destroyer in
the Indian Ocean.
After India’s joining the Missile
Technology Control Regime
(MTCR) club in June 2016, the
missile’s range was increased to
450 km in a later stage and plans
expand to 600 kms.
Defense equipment purchased
by India from Russia:
Submarines: Six Air Independent
Propulsion-AIP-powered conventional submarines under the P75-I
Project.
Negotiations are underway for
India to lease two nuclear ballistic
submarines.
Frigates and Guided-Missile
Destroyers: Four of the Navy’s 10
guided-missile destroyers are of
the Russian Kashin class and six
Read More
SWADEEP KUMAR
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Zero Defect Zero Effect: MSME
सूक्ष्म, लघु और मध्यम उद्यम मं त्रालय ने MSME सस्टेनेबल (ZED- जीरो िडफे क्ट जीरो इफे क्ट)
प्रमाणन योजना शुरू की है।
योजना के बारे में:
यह योजना एमएसएमई को ZED
िविधयो ं और ZED प्रमाणन को
अपनाने के िलए सक्षम और सुिवधा
प्रदान करके MSME चैंिपयन
बनने के िलए प्रेिरत और प्रोत्सािहत
करती है।
ZED प्रितज्ञा लेने और पं जीकरण
करने के बाद MSME सस्टेनेबल
(ZED) प्रमाणन तीन स्तरो ं में
प्राप्त िकया जा सकता है:
प्रमाणन स्तर 1: कांस्य

प्रमाणन स्तर 2: िसल्वर
प्रमाणन स्तर 3: सोना
ZED शपथ लेने के बाद
एमएसएमई िकसी भी प्रमाणन
स्तर के िलए आवेदन कर सकता
है यिद उसे लगता है िक यह
प्रत्येक स्तर में आवश्यक शतोर्ं
को पूरा करता है।
ZED प्रितज्ञा लेने का अथर् है िक
MSMEs को शून्य प्रभाव,
शून्य दोष के मूल्यो ं का पालन
करने और ZED के मागर् पर
आगे बढ़ने के
िलए

“पूवर्-प्रितबद्धता” लेनी होगी।
सिब्सडी:
योजना के तहत, एमएसएमई को
िनम्निलिखत सं रचना के अनुसार
ZED प्रमाणीकरण की लागत पर
सिब्सडी िमलेगी:
सूक्ष्म उद्यम: 80%
लघु उद्यम: 60%
मध्यम उद्यम: 50%

Read More

Swadeep Kumar

इंडोनेिशया ने ताड़ के तेल के िनयार्त पर प्रितबं ध लगाया
हाल ही में इं डोनेिशया, जो दिु नया का सबसे बड़ा पाम तेल उत्पादक, िनयार्तक और उपभोक्ता देश है, ने घोषणा की है िक वह खाना पकाने के तेल
की घरेलू कमी और कमोिडटी और उसके उत्पादो ं के िलए इसकी बढ़ती कीमतो ं को कम करेगा और कच्चे माल के सभी िनयार्त पर प्रितबं ध लगाएगा
भारत अपनी वािर्षक पाम तेल
आवश्यकता का आधा यानी 3
िमिलयन टन इं डोनेिशया से आयात
करता है। इस प्रकार, इं डोनेिशया
द्वारा लगाया गया िनयार्त प्रितबं ध
भारत के िहतो ं को प्रभािवत करेगा।
ताड़ का तेल और उसके उपयोग:
ताड़ का तेल एक खाद्य वनस्पित तेल

है जो पाम ऑयल के फल के
मेसोकापर् (लाल गूदे) से प्राप्त
होता है।
इसका उपयोग खाना पकाने,
सौदं यर् प्रसाधन, प्रसं स्कृ त खाद्य
पदाथर्, के क, चॉकलेट, स्प्रेड,
साबुन, शैम्पू और सफाई उत्पादो ं
से लेकर जैव ईंधन तक हर चीज

में िकया जाता है।
बायोडीजल बनाने के िलए कच्चे पाम
तेल के उपयोग को ‘ग्रीन डीजल’
कहा गया है।
इं डोनेिशया और मलेिशया िमलकर
वैिश्वक ताड़ के तेल का लगभग
90% उत्पादन करते हैं, िजसमें
इं डोनेिशया का भी एक बड़ा िहस्सा है

िजसने वषर् 2021 में 45 िमिलयन टन पाम तेल
का उत्पादन िकया।
ताड़ का तेल उद्योग अपने िनरंतर उत्पादन के
कारण वनो ं की कटाई में वृिद्ध के साथ-साथ
शोषणकारी श्रम िविधयो ं के कारण औपिनवेिशक
युग की िस्थितयो ं के कारण आलोचनाओ ं के घेरे में
आ गया है।
हालांिक पाम तेल को भी पसं द िकया जाता है
क्योिं क यह सस्ता है; सोयाबीन जैसे कु छ अन्य
वनस्पित तेल सं यं त्रो ं की तुलना में पाम तेल का
प्रित हेक्टेयर अिधक उत्पादन होता है।
वैिश्वक आपूिर्त श्रृंखलाओं के िलए पाम तेल का
महत्व:
यूनाइटेड स्टेटस् िडपाटर्मेंट ऑफ एग्रीकल्चर
(यूएसडीए) के अनुसार, 2020 में ताड़ के तेल
का वैिश्वक उत्पादन 73 िमिलयन टन (एमटी) से
अिधक होने के साथ, यह दिु नया में सबसे अिधक
इस्तेमाल िकया जाने वाला वनस्पित तेल है।
चालू िवत्त वषर् 2022-23 में इसका उत्पादन 77
मीिट्रक टन होने का अनुमान है।
Read More
Swadeep Kumar
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DD National Pet
Show wins ENBA
Award 2021

Doordarshan
has
won
ENBA Award 2021 for its
TV series based on pet care
namely ‘Best Friend Forever’ under the 14th edition
of Exchange4media News
Broadcasting
Awards,
ENBA Awards. Doordarshan's TV series has been
selected for the best in-depth
Hindi series.
The 'Best Friend Forever'
TV series is a half-an-hour
weekly live phone-in show
on DD National, wherein
two pet experts guide people
on how to take care of pets
and other pet-related issues.

Andy Jassy to
become Amazon
CEO on July 5:
Jeff Bezos

BANK SSC CURRENT AFFAIRS
Satyajit Ray film festival
being organized from
today till 4th of May in
Mumbai

Today is the 101st birth anniversary of master filmmaker Satyajit
Ray. Born on May 2, 1921, Ray is
regarded as one of the finest filmmakers the world has ever seen.
He created cinematic masterpieces like Apu trilogy comprising
'Pather Panchali', Aparajito and
Apur Sansar as well as other masterpieces like 'Charulata' ' Nayak
,Devi' ,Jalsaghar and Shatranj ke
khiladi.
The maverick maestro of Indian
films died at the age of 70 on April
23 in 1992.
The Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting has initiated various
activities to pay tribute to the
legendary filmmaker.

At 48 billion, India
accounts for largest
number of real-time
transactions
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Badminton Asia
Championships:
PV
Sindhu Claims Bronze
after Losing to Akane
Yamaguchi

In Asia Badminton Championships, India’s P.V. Sindhu won her
second Asian bronze medal after a
heartbreaking three-game loss to
top-seed and defending champion
Akane Yamaguchi of Japan in the
semifinal in Manila.
She had won her first bronze in the
Asia Badminton Championships
2014 Gimcheon edition.
Sindhu has assured a medal in the
championship when she defeated
He Big Jiao of China by
21-9,13-21 and 21-19 in the quarterfinal.

Cabinet approves
setting up of
Maharashtra Gene
Bank Project

Maharashtra
Cabinet
approved the ‘Maharashtra Gene Bank’, a
first-of-its-kind project in
India.
To
conserve
genetic
resources in Maharashtra
including marine diversity,
seeds of local crops, and
animal diversity.
In the next five years, an
amount of Rs 172.39 crores
will be spent on these seven
focus areas.
The project will be implemented by the Maharashtra
State Biodiversity Board

Q. How successful has the concept of EIA
been in India? Justify the need of an independent environmental regulator in the country,
as directed by the Supreme Court.
View points:

Andy Jassy will officially
become the CEO of
Amazon on July 5th, the
company announced at a
shareholder meeting.
Amazon announced that
Jassy, who is the current
CEO of Amazon Web
Services (AWS), would
replace Jeff Bezos as CEO
of the entire company in
February.
Bezos will become executive chair of Amazon’s
board. Jassy joined the
company in the late ’90s
and was tasked with
exploring what would
become AWS around 2003.

India’s payments system has been
bolstered by the fact that it registered
the highest number of real-time
transactions in the world last year,
with 48 billion.
India surpassed China, which had 18
billion real-time transactions, and
was 6.5 times larger than the United
States, Canada, the United Kingdom,
France, and Germany combined.
This could be attributed to merchants’ increasing adoption and use
of UPI-based mobile payment apps
and QR code payments.
The growth can also be attributed to
the increased usage of digital
payments during the Covid-19
outbreak,
Read More
Sameer Singhal

First define EIA and talk about its beginning
and evolution in India.
Give arguments with examples supporting the
success story of EIA in India.
Write arguments supporting failure of EIA and
its limitations in India.
Talk about the need of a new independent regulator, as the Supreme Court directed in the
Lafarge mining case.
Conclude on a positive opinion based conclusion (may be with examples of some other
country or from some report).
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Did You Know ?

Q1. Consider the following
statements
regarding
National Finance Regulating Authority (NFRA):

1. Less requirement of Seed
2. Low cost of labour
3. Low emission of methane
Choose the correct answer from
the codes given below:
1. It is an independent regulatory (a) 1 and 2 only
body to assist in the framing and (b) 2 and 3 only
enforcement of legislation relating (c) 1 and 3 only
to accounting & auditing.
(d) 1, 2 and 3
2. It derives its powers from the
Companies Act, 2013.
ANSWER: B
3. It can make recommendations EXPLANATION:
only in concurrence with the Insti● The seed requirement for Direct
tute of Chartered Accountants of
seeding of rice (DSR) is higher, at
India (ICAI).
8-10 kg/acre, compared to 4-5 kg
Select the correct answer using
in transplanting. Further, laser land
the code given below:
leveling is compulsory in DSR.
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
This is not so in transplanting. The
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1 and 3 only
sowing needs to be done timely so
that the plants have come out propANSWER: B
erly before the monsoon rains
EXPLANATION:
arrive. Thus statement 1 is incor● The aim of the Central Governrect.
ment in this regard was to set up a
● The first irrigation under DSR is
separate and independent regulatonecessary only 21 days after
ry body to assist in the framing and
sowing. This is unlike in transenforcement of legislation relating
planted paddy, where watering has
to accounting & auditing and
to be done practically daily to
improving investor and public
ensure submerged/flooded condiconfidence in the financial reporttions in the first three weeks.
ing of an entity. The need for this
Because of direct seeding, fewer
authority arose as a response to
numbers of labourers are required
various corporate scams in recent
which saves the labour cost. Thus
times. Hence statement 1 is
statement 2 is correct.
correct.
● Direct seeded rice (DSR) is one
● The National Financial Reportof the options to reduce CH4 emising Authority (NFRA) is a body
sion because it uses less water
constituted under the provisions of
during initial cropping but it someSection 132 of the Companies Act,
times has side effects such as
2013. The constitution of this
increasing N2O emissions. The
authority is effective from 1st
CH4 emissions are 47% lower for
October 2018. Hence statement 2
DSR than for TPR during a
is correct.
rice-growing season. Thus state● It is an independent body, so it
ment 3 is correct.
doesn't require consultation with
anybody, rather gives recommen- Q3. With reference to the
dations directly to the central recent debate over the census
government. Recently, the Institute approach towards caste identiof Chartered Accountants of India ty and assertion in India,
(ICAI) has conveyed to the consider the following stategovernment its serious concerns on ments:
the fundamental viability of the 1. The last caste census data gathreport of the NFRA. Hence state- ered and published correspond to
ment 3 is incorrect. (155 Words)
Census 2001.

Q2. Direct seeding of rice is
seen as an efficient method of
cultivating paddy than the
transplantation method. In
this context what is/are the
benefits of direct seeding of
rice?

2. After Independence, Census
1951, the government collected
and published caste data of only
SCs and STs.
Which of the statements given
above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
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(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: B
EXPLANATION:
● The census of India prior to
independence was conducted
periodically from 1865 onward to
1941. The last caste census data
gathered and published correspond to Census 1931. The last
census conducted by the British
colonial government in 1941
collected caste data but did not
publish the figures. Thus statement 1 is incorrect.
● The 1951 Census of India was
the 9th in a series of censuses
held in India every decade since
1872 it is also the first census
after independence and partition
of India 1951 census was also the
first census to be conducted
under the 1948 Census of India
Act and published caste data of
only SCs and STs. Thus, statement 2 is correct.
Q4. Consider the following
statements about Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC):
1. It is an intergovernmental body
of the United Nations responsible
for advancing knowledge on
human-induced climate change.
2. It was established in 1948 by
the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IPCC).
Which of the statements given
above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 only
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: A
EXPLANATION:
● IPCC was created to provide
policymakers with regular scientific assessment of climate
change, its implication and potential future risk, as well as to
forward adaptation and mitigation options. It identifies where
there is an agreement in the scientific community on topics related
to climate change, and where
further research is needed. IPCC
does not conduct its own research
IPCC reports are neutral. Policy
relevant but not policy prescrip-

tive. Thus, statement 1 is
correct.
● It was established in 1988 by
the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United
Nations
Environment
Programme (UNEP) and later
endorsed by the United Nations
General Assembly. Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, it
comprises 195 member states.
Thus statement 2 is incorrect.
Q5. Which of the following
best describes/describe the
aim of ‘National Mission on
Edible Oil-Oil Palm’ of the
Government of India?
1. Achieve self-reliance in edible
oil.
2. Harness domestic edible oil
prices that are dictated by expensive palm oil imports.
Which of the statements given
above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 only
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: C
EXPLANATION:
● Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi gave the approval to
launch a new Mission on Oil
palm to be known as the National Mission on Edible Oils – Oil
Palm (NMEO-OP) as a new
Centrally Sponsored Scheme
with a special focus on the
Northeast region and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Due to
the heavy dependence on
imports for edible oils, it’s
important to make efforts for
increasing the domestic production of edible oils in which
increasing area and productivity
of oil palm play an important
role. Thus statement 1 is correct.
● The oilseeds production has
increased from 275 lakh tons in
2014-15 to 365.65 lakh tons in
2020-21. For harnessing the
potential of palm oil production,
in the year 2020, an assessment
was made by the Indian Institute
of Oil Palm Research (IIOPR)
for the cultivation of oil palm
which has given an assessment
of around 28 lakh ha. Thus statement 2 is correct.

